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Heavy rains have little affect on lake levels
By Kyle Lohmeier, Voice Staff Writer

Recent rainstorms temporarily made boating possible in unusual places like Macomb
Township but boaters on Lake St. Clair and the St. Clair River will only notice a
small rise in lake levels this year.

The annual rise of the lake and river peaks in mid-July. The downpours of mid and
late-May have, however, caused a brief surge in the levels of Lake Huron and
Michigan as well as Lake St. Clair, according to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

"The lakes are in their normal seasonal rise and the rain we've had over the month of
May has caused the seasonal rise to be larger than it normally would. Michigan and
Huron usually rise 1.5 inches during the last week of May. In the last week or so, it's
raised over four inches. St. Clair normally rises just over an inch but, in the last
week, it's come up about five inches," said Keith Kompoltowicz, of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Detroit District. "Definitely the excessive rainfall we've had in
the past week, and previous to that back to May 1, has caused them to rise a bit
faster than they normally would."

The rainfall may force the corps to adjust their predictions for the lake levels in
coming months, as the near-record precipitation is far more than anyone anticipated.
Despite all the rain, however, the lake levels throughout the summer are still
expected to be below the long-term averages.

On Lake St. Clair, the last recorded level of the lake was still eight inches below the
long-term average for mid-April. The corps forecast lake levels being five and 15
inches below average for the month of June and five to 17 below average for the
July peak.

"I guess we could say our forecast may have to be adjusted to account for the excess
rain we've had so far. The next forecast will come up in the next week for start of
June," Kompoltowicz said. "If conditions continue to remain wet up until the time it
peaks, that number may have to be adjusted. It will still probably remain about ten to
11 inches below last year, but again, with the increased rains in May, that will
probably have to be adjusted."

While the excess rain won't "fix" the low water levels, they have helped somewhat,
Kompoltowicz said.

"We do expect them to be higher than they were last year but still remain below
average."

He added that it would require several consecutive months of rain like southeast
Michigan experienced in May to bring the lake levels up to their long-term average.
The more likely scenario for their recovery is the same one the corps has discussed
since they started dropping notably five years ago.
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"A good (winter) snow pack up north and above average spring rains is what we'd
need," Kompoltowicz said.
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